THE   SANNYASA.                          177

and then he sang songs from Cliandidasa and
Vidyapati, from Jayacleva and Billamangala,
and he commented them with Ms tears and sighs
and passed again and again to his accustomed
trance. "The periods of rapid oscilation between
a joyous and a painful consciousness/' says Mrs.
Under Hill, "are called by the mystics 'the
game of love in which god plays as it were
'hide and seek' with the questioning soul."

Chaitanya is adored in India for this love.
His life not only inspired religious men but also
supplied inspiration to those writers who have
given poetical accounts of his emotions under
the allegory of Radha and Krsna. Jnanadasa,
Govinda Dasa, Valarama Dasa, Haicekhara,
Krsiia Kamala and other poets have, in
their beautiful lyrics, shown the highest flights
of emotional poetry that bears a deep symbolic
meaning. The sighs and tears of Radha and
her poetic ecstasies are but those of the poor
JBrahmau scholar who took his Saunyasa at the
a^e of 2i and wandered from door to door like

o

a mad man, displaying the profoundest love
for One not seen by us, but who is our only
Beloved.

JOT.   Chaitanya9s Saunyasa and love-ecstasies.
The Sannyasa of Chaitanya which meant the
total severance of his home-ties., in order to offer